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LA County to Begin Upgrades to Sativa’s Antiquated Water
System
After decades of neglect by its previous operator, the water system serving some
6,800 residents of Compton and Willowbrook will receive a deep cleaning and
emergency tie-in to a neighboring water district.
The work will be carried out over the summer by the Sativa Water System’s current
administrator, Los Angeles County Public Works, as part of the County’s
multipronged effort to overhaul the agency’s water infrastructure and financial
management.
“Having access to clean and clear water is a basic human right, and one that we
are committed to providing Sativa’s customers,” said Supervisor Mark RidleyThomas, who pushed for state officials to appoint Public Works as Sativa’s interim
administrator in October after decades of mismanagement by the water district’s
previous leadership caused episodes of brown water flowing from taps. “No one
said this would be easy. But we are committed to course-correcting and making
sure Sativa customers are in good hands for the long-term.”
Since then, County officials have been working to combat occasional spikes in
brown water that are the result of poorly-maintained water infrastructure, while also
triaging the district’s most urgent administrative and infrastructure needs. Earlier
this year, the Board of Supervisors approved a motion by Supervisors RidleyThomas and Hahn to pour more resources into Sativa Water District after Los
Angeles County Public Works identified the extent of challenges facing Sativa and
the level of support required to stabilize the water system and begin providing a

Page 1 of 2

more reliable source of clean and clear water to its customers in Willowbrook and
Compton until a long-term service provider can take over.
“Now that the County of Los Angeles has been operating the water system for
several months, we have gained a better understanding of its critical infrastructure
needs,” said Los Angeles County Public Works Director Mark Pestrella.
“A state-of-the-art filtration system will be introduced to purge the water supply of
the particles that have affected its appearance, and new water lines will be added
in strategic locations to improve water circulation. These solutions will be
implemented over three phases that will effectively enhance the water system’s
overall resiliency and end the legacy of brown water that has plagued the Sativa
Water District.”
This first phase of work will run from July 22 - Sep. 15 and includes the addition of
an emergency connection to neighboring water company, Liberty Utility. To
minimize disruptions in service to customers and limit the number of brown water
spikes that might be experienced as a result of system flushing, Public Works will
conduct this work overnight. Public Works will also provide customers with water
for drinking, cooking and hygiene in the event of a temporary service disruption.
Sativa customers are encouraged to sign up and receive project updates by phone
or via text messages by visiting SativaWD.com.
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