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Board approves solutions to help people living in vehicles 

 

Building on a year-long collaborative effort, the board of supervisors has approved 

a motion that will expand solution and practices to assist homeless individuals 

living in their vehicles in the unincorporated West Rancho Dominguez, Rosewood, 

and Willowbrook communities and countywide. 

 

The motion co-authored by Supervisors Ridley-Thomas and Kuehl is a follow up 

to a January motion, co-authored by Supervisors Ridley-Thomas and Janice Hahn 

that explored ways to address vehicular homelessness and will implement 

recommendations form two related report-backs.  

 

The motion also directs calling up of safe parking solutions and directs drafting of 

comprehensive programmatic ordinance to delineate and streamline the roles of 

the public and private partners involved in handling the issue. The motion will set 

aside funds to test feasibility of waste pick-up services for vehicles dwellers and 

mechanisms to incentivize the voluntary surrender of dilapidated vehicles once 

original vehicle dwellers have been re-housed.  

 

“We still have an unconscionably high number of homeless people on any given 

night,” said Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas. “As always, our goal is to create a 

community where all who call Los Angeles home may live with dignity and 

purpose.”  
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For the first time in four years, the Homeless “Point-in-Time” Count in Los Angeles 

County registered a four percent decrease. 53,000 people of whom 75% are in 

places not meant for human habitation, like vehicles and tents. The count 

documented over 9,000 cars, vans and RVs, with an estimated 16,000 homeless 

people living in those vehicles. Once the vehicle dwellers have been rehoused in 

permanent housing, the County will look for ways to curb the resale and re-use of 

dilapidated and unsafe vehicles.  

 

“Over the last year, we have been ramping up our interventions through street 

outreach teams staffed by experienced nonprofit homeless service providers.” said 

Supervisor Ridley-Thomas.  

 

Two of these nonprofits, HOPICS and St Joseph Center, have been collaborating 

with LAHSA and the DMH SB 82 teams, to provide targeted outreach and 

engagement to people living in vehicles. 

 

“The inner agency project has been successful thus far and we would like to 

continue this project as well as implement new projects to reduce vehicle 

homelessness in the county.” said Andre Baker, S.S.G. Hopics Program 

Supervisor.  

 

In result, 59 people being rehoused in affordable housing over the last 12 months. 

In March 2018, our nonprofit partner, Safe Parking LA, helped us work with St 

Mary’s Episcopal Church to provide 10-15 safe parking spots every night in the 

Second District. 
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