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No on Measure S: The Neighborhood Integrity Initiative  

Measure S, which has qualified to be placed on the March 7th ballot in the City of 

Los Angeles, would place a 2-year moratorium on residential and commercial 

developments that are denser or taller than developments allowed by current zoning 

codes and would prevent any future developments that required a general plan 

amendment. 

In an ideal world, the City of Los Angeles would update community plans every 5 

years to accommodate the growth needs of the city and changing land use patterns in 

neighborhoods. Unfortunately 29 of the City’s 35 community plans are more than 15 

years old. As a result, many of these plans do not reflect current land use patterns in 

neighborhoods and many new developments require at least one, and often many, land 

use variances. While the current system may be less than perfect, a change such as 

that proposed in Measure S—essentially banning new residential multifamily and 

commercial development—is not the appropriate answer for a time in which the County 

is attempting to responsibly increase affordable housing. 



The economic recession that forced many former or would-be homeowners into 

the rental market, combined with a serious lack of affordable rental housing supply, has 

caused rents to soar and generated one of the lowest rental housing vacancy rates in 

the City’s history. Los Angeles is rated as one of the most unaffordable cities in which to 

live in the nation. More than 50% of renters in Los Angeles are forced to pay more than 

30% of their income towards rent. 

This housing crisis is having serious impacts on the lives of Angelenos. A 

growing number of individuals and families are not only struggling to pay the rent, but 

are also facing evictions and unprecedented levels of homelessness. These 

consequences are directly attributable to a lack of supply of housing, particularly of 

affordable housing, in the City and across the region. Housing development in Los 

Angeles dramatically slowed after 1990 and has not picked up. The consequences of 

population growth exceeding housing supply threaten the quality of life in Los Angeles 

far more than the consequences of new development. 

Measure S would be particularly detrimental to the creation of new affordable 

housing. While the backers of the Measure claim that it exempts affordable housing 

from the moratorium, the Measure itself states that the ban would apply to any 

development that has anything less than 100% of the units deed restricted as 

affordable, and would also apply to 100% affordable developments if they required an 

amendment to the general plan. A significant portion of affordable housing created in 

the City falls into one or both of these categories, and would thus be curtailed by the 

Measure. 

Measure S could also have dramatic impacts on Los Angeles’ economy by 



curtailing jobs. In one study, by Beacon Economics, an estimated 6,000 jobs could be 

lost in the first two years if Measure S were to pass. 

The Board of Supervisors has repeatedly demonstrated its commitment to the 

expansion of affordable housing and the prevention of homelessness. We recognize the 

integral link between housing supply and housing costs. In our recent General Plan 

update, we recommitted the County to smart growth principles and expanding density 

around transit. We have also committed ourselves to expanding economic development 

opportunities for residents of the County. All of these goals are threatened by Measure 

S. 

WE, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors oppose Measure S, the 

Neighborhood Integrity Initiative. 
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