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MOTION BY SUPERVISORS MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS  December 6, 2016 
AND SHEILA J. KUEHL 
  
PROCLAMATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS MONTH 

On December 10, 1948, under the leadership of the United States (U.S.), the 

General Assembly of the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights (Universal Declaration), the landmark document recognizing inherent dignity and 

the equal and inalienable rights of human beings as “the foundation of freedom, justice 

and peace in the world.” The Universal Declaration has been translated into more 

languages than any other document on earth and has influenced most national 

constitutions since 1948. It has also served as the foundation for a number of regional 

and national institutions that protect and promote human rights. Many of the aspirations 

of the Universal Declaration have become binding on the U.S. and most nations around 

the world, through the adoption of treaties such as the Convention to End Racial 

Discrimination and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which are 

the “Supreme Law of the Land” under the U.S. Constitution, and which state and local 

governments are obliged to follow. 

Each year on December 10th, communities throughout the world commemorate 

“Human Rights Day” and recommit themselves to the pursuit of human rights and the 

elimination of barriers to full public participation. The multitude of events and 
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observances within the County of Los Angeles (County) cannot be contained within one 

day, so they are held throughout the month of December. Art for Rights, which will take 

place December 7th – 11th, represents a collaboration among Art For Amnesty, Arts For 

LA, The Underground Museum, Arts For Incarcerated Youth Network and more than 15 

visual artists to highlight the stories of 12 international Human Rights cases through art 

and creative installations. Amnesty International’s Write for Rights campaign runs 

through December 31st, inspiring hundreds of thousands of people worldwide to write 

letters, emails, text messages, faxes and tweets on behalf of prisoners of conscience, 

human rights defenders and others at risk of human rights violations. These are but a 

few of the ways Angelenos will reaffirm the importance of human rights during 

December. Additionally, the County’s Human Relations Commission is collaborating 

with the human rights programs of UC Irvine and Loyola Law Schools to highlight how 

the County strives to protect residents’ most basic freedoms on a daily basis. 

WE THEREFORE MOVE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS proclaim 

December 2016 as “Human Rights Month” throughout the County of Los Angeles and:  

1. Request all County departments to cooperate with the Human Relations 

Commission and law school partners to document the County’s work to 

support and safeguard human rights; 

2. Support and raise awareness of local events and organizations that celebrate 

human rights achievements and dedicate their efforts to ending human rights 

abuses; and 

3. Encourage all County residents to work together in the spirit of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights to pursue the just and fulfilling goal of human 

rights for all. 
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http://write.amnestyusa.org/art/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/write-for-rights/
http://www.law.uci.edu/academics/real-life-learning/clinics/international-justice.html

