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Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Hospital  
Receives Official Go-Ahead 

 
 
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas celebrated the new Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Community Hospital receiving the official seal of approval 
Tuesday from the nation’s oldest and largest standards-setting and 
accrediting body in healthcare. 
  
“Today is indeed a good day for Los Angeles,” he said. “Accreditation 
by The Joint Commission clears the final hurdle to restore quality 
hospital services at the MLK Medical Campus and marks the 
beginning of a new era in health care delivery in the Willowbrook 
community and beyond.” 
 
“I want to convey heartfelt congratulations to the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Community Hospital staff, the Board of Directors and the Los 
Angeles County Department of Health Services for all of the tireless 
work they have invested in making this day a reality,” he added. “I 
look forward to the August 7 community dedication that will celebrate 
the facility’s formal opening. It is indeed a brand new day at MLK.”   
  



After rigorous inspections, The Joint Commission, which evaluates 
and accredits more than 20,500 health care organizations and 
programs in the United States, concluded that the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Community Hospital met standards for safety and quality of care 
in infection control, surgical services, medical record keeping, 
pharmaceutical services and a clean physical environment. 
  
Built by Los Angeles County at a cost of $210 million, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Community Hospital is a state-of-the-art safety net that will 
provide compassionate, collaborative, quality care – regardless of 
citizenship or ability to pay. It has 131 beds, including 29 in the 
Emergency Room and 20 in Intensive Care. However, this is only 
Phase I of the project and another expansion is envisioned in the 
future. 
  
The hospital is part of a $650-million medical campus that is a new 
model for healthcare delivery that emphasizes preventive care and 
holistic health with an Outpatient Center, Mental Health Urgent Care 
Center, Center For Public Health and, soon, a Recuperative Care 
Center serving homeless patients and an office building for doctors. 
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