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Statement from Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas on 

Government Accountability 
 
I am pleased to see that the Board of Supervisors has agreed to reform the 
way county government is structured. Over the past year, Mayor Mike 
Antonovich and I worked very hard to bring about this change. It is a 
vindication of our efforts to have this new board approve of a different 
direction.   
 
There have been several examples where the CEO structure has failed the 
Board and the county residents that we serve. While it was established to 
promote accountability, the CEO structure actually created bottlenecks and 
blocked information from flowing more freely to the Board of Supervisors. 
Ultimately, we are accountable to the residents of Los Angeles County and 
this will help us be more responsive. 
 
For example, both the Department of Children and Family Services and the 
Department of Probation, have become more proactive and effective since 
they began reporting directly to the Board.  
 
By changing the structure of county government, significant issues will be 
dealt with in a timely manner. We will have a county government that is 



ultimately accountable to the elected Board and not to one person holding 
an appointed position. The new motion will compel county departments to 
be more nimble and open to change. It is indeed a new era in county 
government and I, for one, welcome the change. 
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