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MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

County Leaders to Dedicate New Mental Health Urgent Care Center on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Medical Campus 

 

 
WHAT:          Los Angeles County, health and community leaders will celebrate a ribbon cutting 

ceremony to dedicate the new Martin Luther King Jr. Mental Health Urgent Care 
Center on the Martin Luther King Jr. Medical Campus. 
 

WHEN:         10 a.m. Wednesday, August 27 
 
WHERE:      Martin Luther King Jr. Mental Health Urgent Care Center  
                      12021 South Wilmington Avenue 
                       Los Angeles, CA 90059 
 
WHO:            Mark Ridley-Thomas, L.A. County Supervisor, Second District 
                        Dr. Marv Southard, director, L.A. County Department of Mental Health 
 Dr. Mark Ghaly, deputy director, L.A. County Department of Health Services 
                        Luana Murphy, president & chief executive officer, Exodus Recovery  
 Jo Helen Graham, mental health advocate 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

The Mental Health Urgent Care Center, which opens to the public September 4, 
will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and will offer a variety of services 
including psychiatric evaluation and assessment, crisis intervention, medication 



support and medication management. Additionally, individuals and families can 
receive treatment, alcohol and drug counseling and prevention, domestic violence 
screening and referrals to other community resources where people can seek help. 
While there is an emphasis on serving the indigent and Medi-Cal patients, no one 
will be turned away.   
 
The Urgent Care Center will also support a diversion program that will redirect 
mentally ill offenders away from county jails, where they currently constitute a 
substantial portion of the population. 
 
At the center, preventive services will be offered to those who suffer from mental 
illness and may be at risk of getting arrested. Individuals who have a mental 
illness and are detained by police may be brought to the Urgent Care Center for 
evaluation, stabilization and diversion into treatment programs. 

 
The center will be run by Exodus Foundation for Recovery which has been 
providing psychiatric and chemical dependency treatment services in Southern 
California since 1989. The Urgent Care Center brings additional medical services 
to the Martin Luther King Jr. Medical Campus, which already include the MLK 
Outpatient Center and Center for Public Health. The hospital is scheduled to open 
next year.  
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