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This change would be similar to one that has been implemented for veterans through 

the Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing program. A statutory change should be 

pursued to allow the chronically homeless population to apply for housing while also 

receiving needed assistance with substance abuse, mental health services and job 

training at or near the shelter.  

Advocates for the homeless testified at the meeting Tuesday, saying that giving people 

shelter, mental health and substance abuse assistance is the most cost effective and 

humane way to treat homelessness.  

“We do know is that parolees with decent housing are much less likely to re-offend than 

are parolees who are forced into homelessness,” said Ruth Schwartz, executive director 

of the advocacy group, Shelter Partnership, Inc. 
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