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Advancing Justice – Los Angeles, Rick Davis, Regional Director, Lambda Legal and 
Lola Ungar, Vice President and Action Chair, League of Women Voters. The motion, 
sponsored by Supervisors Mark Ridley-Thomas and Gloria Molina, sends a message 
from the largest county in the nation that a revision of the Voting Rights Act must be 
done by Congress.  
 

“Nobody should ever use voter suppression as an ordinary tool of politics,” said 
Sonenshein. “If those who represent California make clear that the Voting Rights Act, 
admired and supported by both parties, must be made whole, this will send a message 
that will resound across the nation.” 

 

Saenz said that the Voting Rights Act played a central role in diversifying Los Angeles 
County government as well.   

 

“The composition of this board changed, in my view, for the better and helped to ensure 
representation of the entirety of the county and its diversity,” noted Saenz. 

 

Chairman Ridley-Thomas emphasized that the freedom to vote is a centerpiece of 
democracy.  

 

“The hallmark of a democratic society is the healthy exchange of views,” said Ridley-
Thomas. “We want to make sure that those who wish to participate do participate.” 

 

And Lawson noted that civil rights are entwined with voting rights.  

 

“At this stage of the game in the United States we should have national and local 
leadership committed to the universal right to vote,” he said. “This motion asks 
Congress, Republican and Democrats alike, to move swiftly so that this right is not 
abdicated in many parts of the country.” 
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