[image: ]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 28, 2013
Contact:  Lorenza Munoz 213-458-6279
Email:lmunoz@bos.lacounty.gov

Contact: Lisa Richardson, 213-361-6980
          Email: lrichardson@bos.lacounty.gov
			


LOS ANGELES COUNTY APPROVES MILLS ACT PROGRAM FOR LANDMARKS  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted Tuesday to enact a Mills Act Program for homes, buildings and other landmarks as part of an effort to support and encourage historic preservation in the county’s unincorporated areas. 

The motion, authored by Chairman Mark Ridley-Thomas, will ensure that that the county will have a system in place to proactively encourage the preservation of older structures and landmarks that are architecturally or culturally significant. 

The Mills Act Program, enacted in 1972 by the Californian legislature, allows local cities and counties the authority to enter into contracts with owners of qualified historic properties. The property owners receive a property tax reduction and must use the savings to help rehabilitate, restore and maintain their buildings. 

Over the past year, the Department of Regional Planning has worked in consultation with the Los Angeles County Historical Landmarks and Records Commission and the Assessor’s Office to initiate the development of a historical preservation ordinance, as well as draft the ordinance for a Mills Act Program.

Chairman Ridley-Thomas introduced similar legislation in 1996, during his tenure on the Los Angeles City Council, to ensure the implementation of a local Mills Act Program. Since then, more than 600 properties have been enrolled in the program.

“The Mills Act Program is the single most important economic incentive program in California for the restoration and preservation of historic buildings by private property owners,” said Chairman Ridley-Thomas. “Not only does it encourage upgrades to properties but it also stimulates job creation, community revitalization and potentially tourism. This is a win-win for our county’s unincorporated areas.”
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