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LEIMERT PARK STATION COMING TO LOS ANGELES 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Los Angeles residents and county officials celebrated Friday after hearing a recommendation to begin building the Leimert Park station for the Crenshaw/LAX light rail line. The recommendation, will pave the way for a full vote by the Metro board May 23.

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Chairman and Metro Board member, Mark Ridley-Thomas, who has been leading the efforts to build the station, expressed his enthusiasm for the recommendation. 

“I am delighted to see that the right recommendation for this project was made. We will be getting our station built at Leimert Park Village, the cultural center of African American life in Los Angeles,” said Ridley-Thomas.  “I trust that the full Metro board will follow the counsel of their staff and proceed forward with plans for the Leimert Park Village station. It is what is right and what is just for our community.”

The recommendation reversed a May 2011, recommendation by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa that allowed the station to be built only if it could fit within the existing $1.7 billion budget allocated for the Crenshaw-to-LAX line, leaving its future in question. This staff report noted that the allocation of funds could come from xxxx. 

The recommendation ecision was hailed every elected official representing South Los Angeles – city council members and members of the state legislature and of the U.S. Congress, who all joined in an unprecedented show of unity to call for the stop in Leimert Park Village.

In addition, it deeply disappointed hundreds of residents who packed the Metro Board hearing room two years ago and urged the board to include this historic stop that is the heart of the African-American community and increasingly, an important residential and business center for Latinos. 

Chairman Ridley-Thomas said that the Crenshaw/Vernon stop has the potential to become an important anchor to the revitalization of the corridor in South Los Angeles. The presence of a train station in neighborhoods throughout the county offers economic benefits such as enhancing tourism, bolstering businesses and turning locales into destinations. 

The new Crenshaw-to-LAX line, which is expected to be completed by 20XX, will not only take travelers to the airport, it will take workers employed by restaurants, hotels, rental car fleets and other airport-related industries, to their jobs.  And lastly, a station in the village would connect the region to the city’s African American cultural center, as do the stations in Chinatown, Little Tokyo, Culver City and Mariachi Plaza. 
 
The Leimert Park Station has been the symbolic background for many important events including Sen. Barbara Boxer's announcement of a $543 million-federal loan for the Crenshaw line. Similarly, the current dead heat in the mayor's race may well be decided by South Los Angeles communities where the Leimert Park station is strongly supported.  

END QUOTE HERE


image1.wmf

