[image: ]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 2, 2013
Contact: Lorenza Muñoz, 213-458-6279
          Email: lmunoz@bos.lacounty.gov
 			
or

Contact:  Lisa Richardson 213-361-6980
Email: lrichardson@bos.lacounty.gov


WILLOWBROOK BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT SURROUNDING THE NEW MLK MEDICAL CENTER CAMPUS MOVES FORWARD
 
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors threw its support behind a proposed plan to improve the streets and sidewalks along the perimeter of the new MLK Medical Center Campus Tuesday. Preliminary plans have been drawn to widen sidewalks, plant more trees, renovate bus shelters, improve pedestrian lighting, bike path and better signage. 
In addition, the Department of Public Works and Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Chairman Mark Ridley-Thomas plan to organize several community meetings in the coming months to receive input from local residents. 
It is estimated that the $5.6 million project, funded by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, will be completed by the end of 2015.
The street improvements are part of a larger plan to enhance the Willowbrook community where the new MLK Medical Center Campus will be located. A new hospital and the Multi-Service Outpatient Center are expected to be constructed by the end of this year and will join the Center for Public Health as part of a holistic approach to healthcare. Together, these facilities will deliver preventive, emergency, diagnostic and wellness healthcare services to the residents of South Los Angeles in an unprecedented way. In the coming years, the campus will include a new mental health urgent care center, medical office space, residential facilities for seniors and medical interns.
The master plan for the medical center campus lays out a vision for the entire 142-acre Willowbrook community that surrounds the campus. Off campus, the plan envisions space for school-based health centers, mobile clinics, blood banks, and community health centers to support the work of the MLK campus and provide a more holistic approach to health care. The plan recommends a new health park and a series of connected community gardens, safe pedestrian walkways, and recreational facilities to promote wellness and physical activity. It promotes access to healthier food options and includes space for retail. It also increases access to public transportation.
“The medical campus will be an oasis for healthcare services and delivery,” said Chairman Ridley-Thomas. “We are moving forward with this public investment in the Willowbrook area to make this community a model of healthy living.”
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