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GRAND OPENING OF CALIFORNIA’S FIRST EVER PUBLIC FRUIT PARK ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 5 AT DEL AIRE PARK
To mark the opening of California’s first public fruit park and the $4 million renovation of the Del Aire Park Community Center, members of the community will join Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Chairman Mark Ridley-Thomas, other county officials and the artists’ collaborative Fallen Fruit in a ribbon cutting ceremony at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, January 5. 
The park, located at 12601 South Isis Avenue in the unincorporated community north of El Segundo, is now home to apricot, peach, nectarine, plum and pluot trees, a new baseball field as well as a newly expanded building housing a community room, craft room, computer room, kitchen and planters with fragrant dwarf lemons and lavender. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The trees were planted with the support of the Los Angeles County Arts Commission Civic Art Program and the guidance of Fallen Fruit, an artists’ collaborative founded by David Burns, MatiasViegener and Austin Young,whose mission is to unite communities through the creation of sustainable public art projects. Del Aire residents planted 27 fruit trees,eight grape vines, more than 60 trees were given away to neighbors. Once the trees bear fruit, all park visitors will be encouraged to pick from the new edible landscape at harvest time. Within three years, the trees are expected to be completely sustainable and drought tolerant.

The Fruit Park, which was funded through a creative use of county civic art dollars, is part of a larger plan by Chairman Ridley-Thomas to see community gardens planted in every unincorporated area in the Second District. So far, new gardens have been established in Florence-Firestone and Lennox, and locations and funding have been identified for gardens planned for Willowbrook, Athens and Baldwin Hills.  

“Creating community centers and making sustainability a part of life for my constituents is a high priority,” said Chairman Ridley-Thomas. “I look forward to inaugurating this park, seeing this orchard flourish and watching our communities blossom.”

The event also will include Russ Guiney, Director of the County Department of Parks and Recreation, Laura Zucker, Executive Director of the Los Angeles County Arts Commission and the artists of Fallen Fruit. 

“Art can also be a concept that changes the way people might see the world around them,” said David Burns of Fallen Fruit. “We see this project as an idea that is kind of radical. It thinks about community and community resources in a proactive way and we are really proud of it.”
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