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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Century-Old Human Remains Found At LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes
Archaeologists Determine Remains Left from Catholic Cemetery

LOS ANGELES (Jan. 7, 2011) — Human remains have been found at the site of the new LA Plaza de
Cultura y Artes cultural center in Downtown Los Angeles, it was announced today.

As required by LA Plaza’s Environmental Impact Report, archaeologists have been working on-site since
campus construction began in October 2010. In late October 2010, material was discovered which
archaeologists determined to be remains of Catholic burials from the original cemetery of the
neighboring La Placita Church. Historical records indicate that the cemetery was moved to another
location after its closure in 1844.

The excavation is being conducted by The Sanberg Group in compliance with all professional
archaeological and oestological procedures and regulations. When remains were discovered in
October, Sanberg followed proper protocol in consulting with the Los Angeles County Coroner’s Office
and Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Additional consultation has also been made with the Native American
Heritage Commission.

“The discovered human remains are in a very fragile state and are being treated carefully and with the
respect they deserve,” said Sandy Schneeberger, Registered Professional Archaeologist and
President/CEO of The Sanberg Group. “Based on the data recovered to date, the context of the remains
appear to be consistent with those found in a historic Catholic church cemetery.”

Excavations throughout the center’s campus have yielded numerous other artifacts, including
historic period bottles, porcelain dishes, and other items dating back to the 19" century.

Once the excavation has been completed and all cultural materials recorded and analyzed, all found
human remains will be turned over to the Archdiocese for reburial. Sanberg will also publish a report
on their findings, which will be made available by LA Plaza to the scientific community and other
interested parties.

LA Plaza will open to the public on April 16, 2011. At opening, the site currently being excavated will
house a public walkway connecting Main and Spring Streets and a garden on LA Plaza’s campus. The
garden will include a “camposanto” memorial olive grove to honor the site of the cemetery and educate
visitors about the original inhabitants of early Los Angeles.
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